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 California State University, Long Beach Policy Statement  
Policy Number: 24-20 

Date: October 22, 2024 
 

POLICY ON GENERAL EDUCATION 
(GE Policy) 

 
(This policy supersedes Policy Statements 21-09, 19-08, 12-00, 08-00, 00-00, 98-00, 96-00, 91-00 
(Rev.) (1994), 91-00, 87-01, 83-04 supplements #2 (1987) and #1 (1985), 83-04, 81-11 amended 
(1988), 81-11 amended (1985), 81-11 supplement #1 (1982), 81-11, 80-06 supplements #3 
(1987), #2 (1987), and #1 (1983), 80-06, 79-28, 79-20, 79-16, 78-23, 77-29, 76-04, 75-02, 73-09, 
73-05, 72-15, 72-03, 71-23, 71-21.) 

 
This policy statement was recommended by the Academic Senate on September 26, 2024, and 
approved by the President on October 22, 2024, and is EFFECTIVE: Fall 2025. 

3.2 Lower-Division Courses 
3.2.1 Subject Area 1, English Communication 
3.2.2 Subject Area 2, Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning 
3.2.3 Subject Area 3, Arts and Humanities3,Subject
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professions, the GE Program teaches a broad base of knowledge from a variety of disciplines 
so that students can lead engaged and meaningful lives exemplifying our CSULB values of 
intellectual rigor, inclusive excellence, and the public good. In the liberal arts tradition, the GE 
Program introduces students to new areas and gives them knowledge and skills that may or 
may not be related to their disciplines, rather than primarily complementing the major 
directly or catering to students’ preexisting interests. 

 
The GE Program exposes students at CSULB to general knowledge across various disciplines 
with the appropriate approaches, methodologies, and pedagogies and equips students to draw 
connections between those disciplines. Furthermore, in the GE Program students learn 
transferable skills such as, but not limited to, oral communication and English Composition, 
quantitative reasoning, critical thinking, and problem-solving. These skills allow them to achieve 
their initial professional goals, and to be successful in future careers that have not even been 
dreamed of yet. By conveying this knowledge and these skills, the GE Program gives students 
the opportunity to become well-informed, well-rounded, intentional, and thoughtful citizens of 
their diverse local, national, and global communities. 

 
1.2 Governing Documents 
CSU Policy on General Education Requirements (EO 1100, revised May 2024) states that the 
total number of GE units required shall not be fewer or greater than 43 semester units, as 
described in Section 3.0. The Policy is issued pursuant to several sections of Title 5, California 
Code of Regulations. 

 
1.3 GE Learning Outcomes 
In order to be certified in a particular GE Subject Area, courses must have Student Learning 
Outcomes (SLOs) that are aligned with that specific GE Subject Area. A separate 
implementation document defining GE SLOs (“General Education Area-Specific Learning  
Outcomes” - PDF) was approved by the Academic Senate in its initial iteration, and is 
maintained by the General Education Governing Committee (GEGC). 

 
1.4 cif hes

https://www.csulb.edu/sites/default/files/u69781/ge_slos_final_-_5-18-20.pdf
https://www.csulb.edu/sites/default/files/u69781/ge_slos_final_-_5-18-20.pdf
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2.0 STRUCTURE OF THE GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 
The GE Program is organized as three sequential stages. 

�x The first is the 
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2.2.1 Notes 
• Detailed descriptions of these Subject Areas are found in Section 3.0 below. 
• The Foundation curriculum should be completed by the time the student has 

completed thirty units of baccalaureate-level work at CSULB. Each course must be 
completed with a grade of C- or better. 

• Courses in the Foundation curriculum will be numbered from 100 to 199. 
• Any Foundation course that fulfills GE requirements in Area1A or Subject Area 2 
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complexity of degree 
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contributions to knowledge and civilization 
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communication, including how communication operates in various 
situations. 

 
3.2.1.2.2 Criteria for Area 1A, English Composition 

Courses in fulfillment of Area 1A will develop students’ proficiency in English 
Composition. Coursework must include active participation and practice in 
written communication in English. 

 
3.2.1.2.3 Criteria for Area 1B, Critical Thinking 

Courses in fulfillment of Area 1B will develop students’ knowledge and 
understanding of logic and its relation to language; of elementary inductive 
and deductive processes, including an understanding of the formal and 
informal fallacies of language and thought, and of the ability to distinguish 
matters of fact from issues of judgment or opinion. Courses in fulfillment of 
Area 1B will develop students’ abilities to analyze, critique, and advocate 
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and/or solve problems using quantitative methods that go beyond CSU first-year student 
admission requirements. 

 
Courses in Subject Area 2 shall include a prerequisite reflective only of skills and knowledge 
required in the course. In addition to traditional mathematics, courses in Subject Area 2 may 
include computer science, personal finance, statistics or discipline-based mathematics or 
quantitative reasoning courses that demonstrably address the criteria above. 

 
3.2.3 Subject Area 3, Arts and Humanities 

 
3.2.3.1 Distribution 
Students must complete six units at the lower-division level and three units at the upper- 
division level in Subject Area 3, Arts and Humanities. Students must complete one lower- 
division course (three units) in Area 3A and one lower-division course (three units) in Area 3B. 
Students must also complete three additional units at the upper-division level in Subject Area 3, 
Arts and Humanities. The distribution within Subject Area 3, therefore, is as follows: 

• Area 3A: Three 
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Wherever appropriate, courses may address diverse artistic traditions. 
 

3.2.3.2.3 Criteria for Area 3B, Humanities (e.g. Literature, Philosophy, Languages other 
than English) 
Courses in fulfillment of Area 3B will develop students’ understanding of the 
integrity of both emotional and intellectual responses, as well as cultivate and 
refine their cognitive and affective faculties through the corresponding study 
of works of the human imagination and also the history of thought. Courses in 
fulfillment of Area 3B will employ and teach the theoretical and 
methodological lenses provided by the humanities. In their intellectual and 
subjective considerations, students will develop a better understanding of the 
interrelationship between the self and the humanities. Courses in languages 
other than English may be included in this requirement because of their 
implications for world cultures both in their linguistic structures and in their 
use in literature, but courses in languages other than English which are 
approved to fulfill this requirement must contain a cultural component and 
may not be solely skill acquisition courses. Wherever appropriate, courses 
may address the humanities in a variety of cultures. 

 
3.2.4 Subject Area 4, Social and Behavioral Sciences 

 
3.2.4.1 Distribution 
Students must complete six units at the lower-division level and three units at the upper- 
division level in Subject Area 4, Social and Behavioral Sciences. As a part of Subject Area 4, 
students must complete: 

�x one approved course at either lower-division or upper-division in US History that fulfills 
the requirements articulated in Title 5, Section 40404 by meeting the Area 4A criteria 
listed in 3.2.4.2.1.1. 

�x  
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an understanding of problems and issues from the respective disciplinary 
perspectives and will examine issues in their contemporary as well as historical 
settings and in a variety of cultural contexts. Students will explore the 
principles, methodologies, value systems, and ethics employed in social 
scientific inquiry. Subject Area 4 excludes courses that emphasize skills 
development and professional preparation. 

 
3.2.4.2.2 Criteria for Area 4A, US History 

Courses in fulfillment of Area 4A will foster in students an awareness of United 
States history, as provided for in Title 5, Section 40404 of the California Code 
of Regulations. This requirement is intended to enable students to function as 
responsible and constructive citizens through exposure to the respective and 
collective experiences of the United States’ diverse population, the 
development and functioning of its institutions, and the events and 
circumstances that have shaped United States history. These larger themes 
will be explored by interrogating multiple perspectives, assessing causes and 
consequences, understanding patterns of change and continuity, and 
evaluating historical and contemporary significance. Courses in fulfillment of 
Area 4A will, at a minimum, include the following: 

�x an analysis of the significant events occurring within the entire 
territory of the US, including the relationships among regions within 
that area and relationships with external regions and powers, as 
appropriate; 

�x a chronological span of not less than one hundred (100) years; 
�x 
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effective political participation and citizenship. Courses in fulfillment of Area 
4B will, at a minimum, include the following course content: 

�x a comparison of different forms of government, including 
democracy, oligarchy and autocracy, with attention to how these 
are represented in the “mixed” American constitutional system; 

�x the political philosophy of the framers of the Constitution and the 
nature and operation of US political institutions and processes that 
operate under the Constitution as amended and interpreted; 

�x the rights and obligations of citizens in the political system 
established under that Constitution; 

�x the principles and practices of political organization, including 
political parties, interest groups, social movements and the news 
media; 

�x an examination of the interactions between and the evolution, 
development and contemporary dynamics of the American 
presidency, the United States Congress and the federal judiciary; 

�x an introduction to constitutionally and legislatively established 
administrative and regulatory institutions; 

�x an analysis of bureaucracies and their impact on citizens at the 
national, state, and local levels; 

�x an analysis of the US citizenry, including demography, political 
culture, public opinion and political behavior; 

�x the constitution of the state of California within a framework of the 
historical evolution of the state and the nature of the processes of 
state and local government under that constitution; 

�x the nature of federalism, including the relationship of federal to 
state and local practices, the resolution of jurisdictional conflicts, 
and the political processes involved. 

 
3.2.4.2.4 Criteria for Area 4C, Social and Behavioral Sciences and History 

Courses in fulfillment of Area 4C will foster in students an awareness that 
human social, political, and economic institutions and behavior are 
inextricably interwoven. Problems and issues in these areas may be examined 
in their contemporary as well as historical settings. 

 
3.2.5 Subject Area 5, Physical and Biological Sciences 

 
3.2.5.1 Distribution 
Students must complete seven units at the lower-division level in Subject Area 5, Physical and 
Biological Sciences. The distribution within Subject Area 5 is as follows: 

• Area 5A: Three units chosen from approved courses in Physical Science. 
• Area 5B: Three units chosen from approved courses in Biological Science. 
• Area 5C: One additional unit must be taken in Area 5C for a laboratory course of not 

more than one semester unit value, taken in conjunction with a Physical Science (5A) 
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or Biological Science (5B) course. Three semester unit laboratory courses may be used 
to meet the laboratory requirement as long as the minimum unit value (7 units) is met 
for Subject Area 5. Stand-alone lab courses which have a prerequisite or co-requisite 
of the corresponding lecture course must be a minimum of 1 semester unit. 

 
3.2.5.2 Criteria 

 
3.2.5.2.1 Criteria for Areas 5A, Physical Science and 5B, Biological Science 

In Areas 5A and 5B, courses will focus on scientific theories, concepts, and data 
about the physical and biological aspects of the world. Students will achieve an 
understanding and appreciation of scientific principles and the scientific 
method, as well as the potential limits of scientific endeavors and the value 
systems and ethics associated with human inquiry. 

 
3.2.5.2.2 Criteria for Area 5C, Laboratory 



13  

All Upper-Division GE Courses must require students to demonstrate advanced college skills and 
knowledge such as synthesis and application of knowledge, analysis, critique, and research. 

 
While Upper-Division GE Courses will only be classified as category 2, 3, 4, or 5, it is understood 
that at the upper-division level, such courses might involve the integration of these skills in a 
student’s major. Project-based, interdisciplinary, and service learning courses are some 
examples where the emphasis on these skills will contribute to student success. 

 
Upper-Division GE Courses are intended to help students integrate knowledge and skills 
developed earlier in the GE Program, working at a more advanced level than Foundation and 
Explorations courses. For a list of prerequisites for upper division GE classes, please see 
section 2.4. 

 
3.3.1 Courses requesting certification at the upper-division level must meet the general 
criteria for GE Courses articulated in Section 3.1, the content criteria of at least one of the 
Subareas, and the general upper-division criteria for GE Courses articulated in this Section 
(3.3). However, these courses will only be categorized as 2-UD, 3-UD 4-UD, and 5-UD. 

 
3.3.2 Each UD GE category must offer courses intended for students without prior 
experience in the discipline beyond an introductory course. Upper-division courses may 
have prerequisites that   
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5.1 Only courses on the General Education Master Course List at the time the student 
takes the course shall count for General Education (GE). 

 
5.2 All courses may double-count for the major as well as the GE Program. 

 
5.3 There is no limit to the number of units that may be used to satisfy both the 
requirements for the major and the requirements for GE. 

 
5.4 Where appropriate exams exist, Foundation and Explorations requirements may 
be met by external examinations, for instance Advanced Placement or International 
Baccalaureate exams. 

 
5.5 Within the GE requirements, no course may be designated to meet more than 
two Areas or Subareas in the GE Program. 

 
5.6 A course with more than one GE designation may be counted (at the student’s 
choice) in any one of the approved Subject Areas 1-6, but not in more than one. 

 
5.7 No course identified in the catalog as available for credit in a graduate program will 
be permitted for GE credit. Double-numbered courses (400 and 500 level) may not be used 
for GE credit. 

 
5.8 GE 
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reduction of the required units. A full academic justification shall be submitted by the Vice 
Provost for Academic Programs to the Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic and Student 
Affairs of the CSU system, who shall submit his or her recommendation and the campus 
recommendation (along with all relevant documents) to the Chancellor of the CSU system. 
The Chancellor may grant exceptions to one or more requirements for students completing 
the particular program. 

 
7.0 GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS FOR RETURNING AND TRANSFER 

STUDENTS 

7.1 Students who have not maintained continuous attendance status at CSULB shall be 
subject to the GE requirements in effect at the time of their reentry to the university, with the 
following exceptions: 

�x Previous CSULB students who were under earlier GE requirements and who 
before breaking continuous attendance needed no more than three additional 
courses to complete the entire lower-division GE requirement shall be allowed to 
complete the lower-division GE requirement in effect at the time of the previous 
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