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Dear MPA Student:  
  

In 2002, the faculty of the Graduate Center for Public Policy and 

Administration adopted a Student Learning Portfolio (SLP) as an MPA program 

requirement. This Handbook describes the SLP, how to complete it, and how it is 

evaluated.  

We feel the SLP will help you gain the greatest possible benefit from the 

MPA Program.  It will also help you showcase your professional talents for the 

greater public policy and administration community.  

We are confident that your SLP will contribute to your success in the MPA 

Program.  If you have any questions about the SLP, please contact any full-time 

faculty member.  We look forward to working with you.  

 

Sincerely,  
 
MPA Faculty  
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Section III--PPA 697  
  

Students enrolled in PPA 697 will complete the five case studies covering the required core 
courses. As a guideline, students should aim to complete one case study about every two to 
three weeks, to meet the dropbox deadline of November 15th for Fall semester or April 15th 
for Spring semester. The five Case Studies will become Section III of the SLP. No approval 
forms required.  

  
Students should submit the completed case studies to the relevant dropbox in the department’s 
Beachboard organization site. These cases should also be included in Section III of the SLP.  

  
 
 

Major Elements of the SLP  

Section  Contents  When Completed  

Section I  Skills Self-Assessment  
• Initial Skills Self-Assessment Completed in PPA 500  
• Final Skills Self-Assessment Completed in PPA 697  

 

  
PPA 500 
PPA 697  

Section II  Core Courses  
Pre- and Post-Instructional Assignments for each of the 
following courses (Appendix B)  

1. PPA 555 
2. PPA 577 
3. PPA 660 
4. PPA 670 
5. PPA 696  

In each core course  

Section III  PPA 697  
Five Completed Case Studies. 

PPA 697  

Title Page  Student Name and Campus ID#  PPA 697  

  
Course Scheduling and the SLP  
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2. Complete PPA

https://csulb.okta.com/
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Steps for Final SLP Review  

The SLP should be submitted using One Drive.  One Drive may be accessed using the link: 
https://csulb.okta.com/. After uploading the SLP documents to One Drive, the student should 
share the documents with the 697 instructor.  

The PPA 697 Instructor reviews the SLP and provides notice of approval to the Department 
Administrative Coordinator for transmittal to Enrollment Services.  

In order for the SLP to pass the final review, all of the following must be satisfactorily 
completed:  

  
1. All required elements of the SLP must be present 
2. All parts of the SLP must be of good quality 

If the SLP is “Approved,” the designation "Graduate Project Completed" will appear on your 
unofficial transcript.  

If the SLP is “Not Approved,” your PPA 697 Instructor will communicate to you, in writing, 
the reasons, as well as the specific corrective action(s) you must take. A copy of the written 
notification will also be sent to the Director of the Graduate Center for   Public Policy and 
Administration, and to the Administrative Coordinator, for inclusion in your student file. You 
will not be cleared for graduation until the SLP is “Approved.”  

You must take corrective action as directed by the written notification and resubmit the revised 
SLP to the same PPA 697 Instructor. This process will continue until you have satisfactorily 
completed all corrective action required by your PPA 697 Instructor. You will have one year 
from the date of the original submission of the SLP to complete revisions. When your SLP has 
been “Approved” by your PPA 697 Instructor, this will be communicated to University officials 
for final review of degree requirements and approval of the degree.  

If you fail to meet the one-year deadline specified above, a Review Panel of three full-time 
faculty members will be convened, before which you must orally defend the contents of your 
SLP.  
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